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§ 135.244 Operating experience.

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as a
pilot in command of an aircraft oper-
ated in a commuter operation, as de-
fined in part 119 of this chapter unless
that person has completed, prior to
designation as pilot in command, on
that make and basic model aircraft and
in that crewmember position, the fol-
lowing operating experience in each
make and basic model of aircraft to be
flown:

(1) Aircraft, single engine—10 hours.
(2) Aircraft multiengine, reciprocat-

ing engine-powered—15 hours.
(3) Aircraft multiengine, turbine en-

gine-powered—20 hours.
(4) Airplane, turbojet-powered—25

hours.
(b) In acquiring the operating experi-

ence, each person must comply with
the following:

(1) The operating experience must be
acquired after satisfactory completion
of the appropriate ground and flight
training for the aircraft and crew-
member position. Approved provisions
for the operating experience must be
included in the certificate holder’s
training program.

(2) The experience must be acquired
in flight during commuter passenger-
carrying operations under this part.
However, in the case of an aircraft not
previously used by the certificate hold-
er in operations under this part, oper-
ating experience acquired in the air-
craft during proving flights or ferry
flights may be used to meet this re-
quirement.

(3) Each person must acquire the op-
erating experience while performing
the duties of a pilot in command under
the supervision of a qualified check
pilot.

(4) The hours of operating experience
may be reduced to not less than 50 per-
cent of the hours required by this sec-
tion by the substitution of one addi-
tional takeoff and landing for each
hour of flight.

[Doc. No. 20011, 45 FR 7541, Feb. 4, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 135–9, 45 FR 80461, Dec. 14,
1980; Amdt. 135–58, 60 FR 65940, Dec. 20, 1995]

§ 135.245 Second in command quali-
fications.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b), no certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
second in command of an aircraft un-
less that person holds at least a com-
mercial pilot certificate with appro-
priate category and class ratings and
an instrument rating. For flight under
IFR, that person must meet the recent
instrument experience requirements of
part 61 of this chapter.

(b) A second in command of a heli-
copter operated under VFR, other than
over-the-top, must have at least a com-
mercial pilot certificate with an appro-
priate aircraft category and class rat-
ing.

[44 FR 26738, May 7, 1979]

§ 135.247 Pilot qualifications: Recent
experience.

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
pilot in command of an aircraft carry-
ing passengers unless, within the pre-
ceding 90 days, that person has—

(1) Made three takeoffs and three
landings as the sole manipulator of the
flight controls in an aircraft of the
same category and class and, if a type
rating is required, of the same type in
which that person is to serve; or

(2) For operation during the period
beginning 1 hour after sunset and end-
ing 1 hour before sunrise (as published
in the Air Almanac), made three take-
offs and three landings during that pe-
riod as the sole manipulator of the
flight controls in an aircraft of the
same category and class and, if a type
rating is required, of the same type in
which that person is to serve.
A person who complies with paragraph
(a)(2) of this section need not comply
with paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

(b) For the purpose of paragraph (a)
of this section, if the aircraft is a tail-
wheel airplane, each takeoff must be
made in a tailwheel airplane and each
landing must be made to a full stop in
a tailwheel airplane.

§ 135.249 Use of prohibited drugs.
(a) This section applies to persons

who perform a function listed in appen-
dix I to part 121 of this chapter for a
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certificate holder or an operator. For
the purpose of this section, a person
who performs such a function pursuant
to a contract with the certificate hold-
er or the operator is considered to be
performing that function for the cer-
tificate holder or the operator.

(b) No certificate holder or operator
may knowingly use any person to per-
form, nor may any person perform for
a certificate holder or an operator, ei-
ther directly or by contract, any func-
tion listed in appendix I to part 121 of
this chapter while that person has a
prohibited drug, as defined in that ap-
pendix, in his or her system.

(c) No certificate holder or operator
shall knowingly use any person to per-
form, nor shall any person perform for
a certificate holder or operator, either
directly or by contract, any safety-sen-
sitive function if the person has a veri-
fied positive drug test result on or has
refused to submit to a drug test re-
quired by appendix I to part 121 of this
chapter and the person has not met the
requirements of appendix I to part 121
of this chapter for returning to the per-
formance of safety-sensitive duties.

[Doc. No. 25148, 53 FR 47061, Nov. 21, 1988, as
amended by Amdt. 135–51, 59 FR 42933, Aug.
19, 1994]

§ 135.251 Testing for prohibited drugs.
(a) Each certificate holder or opera-

tor shall test each of its employees who
performs a function listed in appendix I
to part 121 of this chapter in accord-
ance with that appendix.

(b) No certificate holder or operator
may use any contractor to perform a
function listed in appendix I to part 121
of this chapter unless that contractor
tests each employee performing such a
function for the certificate holder or
operator in accordance with that ap-
pendix.

[Doc. No. 25148, 53 FR 47061, Nov. 21, 1988]

§ 135.253 Misuse of alcohol.
(a) This section applies to employees

who perform a function listed in appen-
dix J to part 121 of this chapter for a
certificate holder or operator (covered
employees). For the purpose of this sec-
tion, a person who meets the definition
of covered employee in appendix J is
considered to be performing the func-

tion for the certificate holder or opera-
tor.

(b) Alcohol concentration. No covered
employee shall report for duty or re-
main on duty requiring the perform-
ance of safety-sensitive functions while
having an alcohol concentration of 0.04
or greater. No certificate holder or op-
erator having actual knowledge that
an employee has an alcohol concentra-
tion of 0.04 or greater shall permit the
employee to perform or continue to
perform safety-sensitive functions.

(c) On-duty use. No covered employee
shall use alcohol while performing
safety-sensitive functions. No certifi-
cate holder or operator having actual
knowledge that a covered employee is
using alcohol while performing safety-
sensitive functions shall permit the
employee to perform or continue to
perform safety-sensitive functions.

(d) Pre-duty use. (1) No covered em-
ployee shall perform flight crew-
member or flight attendant duties
within 8 hours after using alcohol. No
certificate holder or operator having
actual knowledge that such an em-
ployee has used alcohol within 8 hours
shall permit the employee to perform
or continue to perform the specified
duties.

(2) No covered employee shall per-
form safety-sensitive duties other than
those specified in paragraph (d)(1) of
this section within 4 hours after using
alcohol. No certificate holder or opera-
tor having actual knowledge that such
an employee has used alcohol within 4
hours shall permit the employee to per-
form or continue to perform safety-sen-
sitive functions.

(e) Use following an accident. No cov-
ered employee who has actual knowl-
edge of an accident involving an air-
craft for which he or she performed a
safety-sensitive function at or near the
time of the accident shall use alcohol
for 8 hours following the accident, un-
less he or she has been given a post-ac-
cident test under appendix J of part 121
of this chapter, or the employer has de-
termined that the employee’s perform-
ance could not have contributed to the
accident.

(f) Refusal to submit to a required alco-
hol test. No covered employee shall
refuse to submit to a post-accident,
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